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The Fox Project never 
stands still. Annual 
pressures on our facilities 
may wax and wane and 
one year is never the 
same as the next, but one 
thing we do know is that 
our casualty numbers will 
steadily increase.

Even if they didn’t, our expertise 
in treatment and in rehabbing 
– particularly hand-raised cubs 
– creates its own pressures 
whereby, for the benefit of our 
patients, we will always seek to 
improve the way we do things.  
Sure, you could do everything on 
the cheap, but when you can 
afford to do better, why not strive 
to do so?
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continued from front page…

In the 28 years since we 
formed, with a single wood 
and wire cage in a garage, 
a donated car that looked 
as if it had been caught 
in an avalanche and an 
income that depended 
largely on a second hand 
badge making machine 
with which we fulfilled 
orders from allied animal 
welfare groups, we’ve 
consistently sought to 
improve and extend our 
facilities and services.

As each year passes, we 
review what we’ve been 
able to do and consider 
how we can improve, 
always keeping in mind 
that everything must be 
done within our means 
because running too fast 
will inevitably end in you 
falling down.  And if in 
falling down you cause 
yourself injuries that stop 
you getting up again,  
it’s over!

So we’ve been careful.  
Increased financial support 
has enabled us to build 

or buy better caging to 
replace the avalanche 
victim with more reliable 
vehicles and to employ 
dedicated ambulance 
drivers so our rescue 
service never falters.  
Additional support from 
an army of volunteers 
means our trio of duty 
drivers have a network of 
fully-equipped fosterers, 
rehabbers and ‘fast 
response’ local rescuers to 
back them up and, where 
once we could hold 
just a couple of dozen 
casualties at any one 
time, we can manage 
anything up to 150.

We now have a dedicated 
Cub Unit, where all the 
hand-raising and weaning 
takes place.  We have a 
facility within Broadwater 
Forest Wildlife Centre, 
where we work alongside 
Folly Wildlife Rescue, and 
around 30 permanent foster 
pens on as many sites.

SO WHAT DO WE 
WANT TO DO NEXT?
Well, thanks to a couple of 
generous legacies, we’ve 
begun putting together 
a fund to create a new, 
purpose-built wildlife hospital.  
It’s a long term ambition and 
won’t happen overnight as 
it takes time to consider and 
debate what sort of property 
we require and how we want 
it to work.  Also, we’re still 
many thousands of pounds 
short of where we need to 
be. We’ll keep you informed...

In the shorter term, we are 
planning to extend our Cub 
Unit before the 2019 cub 
season.  This will involve 
structural changes to one 
end of the building, better 
air-conditioning and security 
and re-jigging of storage 
space to enable a 75% 
increase in caging.  The 
estimated cost for this is 
£10,000 and however you 
choose to support us this 
Christmas – by sales good 
purchases, through schemes 
such as Cub Adoptions or 
Day Out with The Fox Project 
or by a simple donation – 
that’s what you’ll be helping 
to fund.



Recent national newspaper 
headlines covered a statement 
by the Metropolitan Police that 
they were closing the long 
running case of the “Croydon 
Cat Killer”. The deaths and 
mutilations of something in the 
region of 500 cats and other 
small pets had long been 
supposed to be the work of some 
deranged or sadistic human but 
the police finally decided there 
was insufficient evidence to 
support this.

During the three year course of 
the investigation, The Fox Project 
was contacted on a number of 
occasions for advice on post-
mortem and forensic evidence 
because it suggested foxes were 
involved. And there is no doubt 
they were. Fox DNA was found 
on at least 25 of the cats’ bodies 
and they bore classic signs of fox 
predation. Not at all surprising – 
but we’ll come back to that...

The newspaper headlines all 
implied the same thing.  Take 
the one above from the Evening 
Standard. Alarming, and entirely 
misleading!

One would hope our newspapers 
still employ a few investigative 
journalists worthy of the title as 
well as today’s army of desk-
bound reporters who never leave 
the building.  If they do, many of 
them fall sadly short of the basics, 
for how difficult could it be to 
read and absorb a very clear two 
page press release?

Had they done so, they could 
not have written those headlines, 
because at no point did the 
police accuse foxes of killing cats 
and the penultimate sentence 
contains the words “the 
evidence suggests the animals 
had been predated by foxes 
after death likely caused by a 
road traffic collision.”

“AFTER death”!  We have no 
argument with that. Foxes are 
opportunist scavengers and 
roadkill is a useful food source. In 
opening up the scavenged body, 
fox DNA would undoubtedly 
be left, and mutilation and 
dismembering would occur.  You 
can’t carve the Sunday joint 
without mutilation!

The issue we feel the press – 
and the police - ought to be 
concentrating upon is the 
question of the mutilated bodies 
that DIDN’T show fox DNA. There 
are foxes everywhere.  There 
are road casualties everywhere.  
Cat killings on the scale of the 
Croydon case are NOT being 
reported everywhere. OK, 
there’s no evidence as yet but 
surely those facts alone offer 
circumstantial evidence sufficient 
to keep the case open and 
active?



Almost every year since The Fox 
Project was formed Thea Olrog has 
provided an original and exclusive 
piece of artwork for our Christmas 
cards. This time it’s “Look What the 
Kids Next Door Got for Christmas!”.  
Turn to the sales page for a pack of 
five cards plus envelopes.

You might also like Thea’s Colouring 
Book Set and what about our equally 
exclusive 2019 Fox Project Calendar 
photographed and designed by 
Dani Clarke?

And if you’re sending cards or 
calendars to friends and family, how 
about including the gift of a Cub 
Adoption? No, they don’t get a 
fox cub!  Better than that - and not 
requiring daily feeding - they get a 
gift that keeps on coming all the way 
from Christmas to next autumn in the 
form of four personalised certificates.  
The first arrives in time for Christmas 
with a covering letter saying the gift is 
from you.  The next arrives when the 
2019 cub season commences and 
bears photos of three cubs and an 
adult fox.  These are their designated 
adoptions, and the final two 
certificates show how they’ve grown 
and progressed and when they are 
released back to the wild.

Of course, many folk give this gift to 
themselves as well as to others, but if it’s 
not enough to see the cubs on paper 
you could join one of our ambulance 

drivers for “A Day Out With The Fox 
Project” where you’ll travel with the 
duty driver, observing and/or helping 
out with whatever crops up over 
the day – rescue call-outs, feeding 
and treating cubs, vet runs, working 
alongside volunteers, etc.

This scheme runs from late March 
until mid-June after which our priority 
of getting cubs successfully back to 
the wild means access to them is 
necessarily restricted. It is available 
to just one person per day, for the 
very good reason there is only one 
passenger seat in the ambulances!  
Because of insurance restrictions we 
regret this scheme is strictly for folk 
aged 16 and over.

But it’s not the only opportunity 
to see our furry inmates up close.  
There’s our “Meet the Cubs” 
scheme.  This takes place over 
four Sundays in April and May and 
involves a light-hearted, illustrated 
talk on foxes followed by a close-up 
visit to our Cub Unit.  Unfortunately, 
the number of folk wanting to attend 
this annual event has long exceeded 
what we can comfortably host – 
and what the cubs will tolerate – so 
attendance is limited and offered 
strictly by lottery.  

Entry to the lottery is free. Just leave 
your contact details on the form 
attached. Lucky winners will be drawn 
at end of January.  Tickets are limited 

GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS & THE NEW YEAR

“Look What the Kids Next Door Got for Christmas” Card

2019 Fox Project Calendar

Thea’s Colouring Book Set

to just two per application and if you 
win, its £40 per person and first-come, 
first-served for the dates available.

Application for these three schemes 
can be made via email, not through 
our website, but the cards, calendar, 
colouring book set and other sales 
goods can be purchased at:

www.foxproject.org.uk/shop



 
Please fill in the above form 
and return by post to:

The Fox Project, The Lodge, Kings Toll Road, Pembury, Kent TN2 4BE
01892 824111   •   fox@foxproject.org.uk   •   www.foxproject.org.uk

ADOPTIONS, SALES AND DONATIONS

Standing Order Authority

Name of your Bank:_______________________________________ Branch Title:______________________________________________

Address of your Bank: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Account Name: _______________________________________ Account No: _______________ Sort Code: _______________

“Please pay the sum of £__________ from the above account on the ____________ day of each month/year commenc-

ing ________________ to Natwest PLC, 130 High Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1DE for the credit of: 

Southern Wildlife Ambulance Network/The Fox Project, Account No: 81996950 Sort Code: 60-21-28”

Signed: ________________________________________________________________ Dated: ____________________________________

Gift Aid Declaration

I wish to Gift Aid any donation shown here and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 12 months 
to Southern Wildlife Ambulance Network / The Fox Project (charity no: 1044928)” 

Title: ______   Name: ____________________________________   Signed: _________________   Dated: ________________

Title: ______   Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ Post Code: ___________________________________________

Telephone number:___________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________   
Please send all future communications by email

I enclose a cheque to value £ ____________ or my Credit/Debit card details are as follows 

No:                                                                      Expiry Date:               / 
Security No:                       (last three digits on reverse of card)

 

 

Please send Adoption Certificate to:

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________

Postcode:  _________________________________________

Please say it came from me               

(enter name you wish to be known by if you are giving 
this adoption as a gift.)

 ___________________________________________________

 Price Item     Quantity Total 

£7.75 2019 Fox Project Calendar    

 £3.50  “Look What the Kids Next Door Got for Christmas” Pack of 5 Christmas cards with envelopes 

 £6.50  Thea’s Colouring Book Set 

Meet the Cubs

Donation 

TOTAL

Adoptions @ £25.00

Day Out @ £80.00
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Privacy Statement

Further to recent changes to Data Protection laws, we would like to make it clear that we do not share your data with any other company or 
charity. Neither do we store credit and debit card details.  These are destroyed immediately following any transaction and are never shared 
– even within the organisation – by email or other form of written communication. In this and other regards we are obliged to comply with 
annual security assessments stipulated by Worldpay. Our full Privacy Statement may be viewed on our website or mailed to you on request.


