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Growth Industry
Taffy was one of the first of 350 fox
cubs admitted this year. This is him
when he arrived in February, and
here he is just after he was released
back to the wild in August. We don’t
breed fox cubs, but we sure know
how to grow them!
2019 is set to be our busiest year to
date. We might even break the four
figure barrier. But greater numbers
inevitably mean more funds have to
be raised to rescue, treat, feed and
house our patients. It means more
volunteers; more local rescuers that
work alongside our ambulance crew;
fosterers that look after convalescing
adults and weaned cubs; rehabbers,
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on whose land we will release groups
of juveniles that have been through
the wilding-up process; and those who
join our pen cleaning rota at the Cub
Unit and at the main Wildlife Hospital.
All this has to be managed by a
team of ambulance drivers backed
up by admin staff who maintain
medical and patient data, services,
legal, regulatory and property
issues, order provisions, pay bills,
control vehicle movement and
maintenance, organise construction
and movement of pens, respond to
phone calls, emails, texts and postal
communications from the public on
a multitude of issues, create, develop
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Taffy
and manage fundraising initiatives
- and ensure the funds raised are
where they are needed WHEN they
are needed.
Gone are the days when The Fox
Project was just the founder and
four volunteers dealing with forty
or fifty rescues per year. Today, we
are a “growth industry” – not just in
terms of growing orphaned cubs
into independent adults, but in
sheer numbers.
And that brings us to a moment of
sad reflection…
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THIS NEWSLETTER
IS DEDICATED TO
THE MEMORY OF
ONE OF THOSE
EARLY STALWARTS.
Julie Bourne joined us after
attending a presentation
we gave to the West Kent
Badger Group around 1992
or 1993. Her enthusiasm and
energy as a rescuer and as
a cub fosterer was boundless
and she was never other than
smiley, good humoured and
calm.
She needed to be. We threw
her in at the deep end on
one occasion in 1998 when,
due to another speaking
engagement, our only staff
member was absent for an
entire day. Julie took the
‘phone. None of us could
have known it would be a
helluva day!
Julie covered 14 rescues
single-handedly. By the time
reinforcements arrived, she
was up to her ears in cages
and carriers but still laughing.
And more than 20 years later,
she STILL holds the record for
the largest number of rescues
carried out in a single day!
Julie has died from motor
neurone at the all-too-early
age of 58 and our thoughts
are with her family and friends.

A

IS FOR ARTHUR AND THE
ADOPTION SCHEME

Arthur
Coincidentally, the Cub Adoption
Scheme this year featured Arthur as
one of the adoptees. You’ll have
read in the last newsletter how Arthur
came to us after being attacked by
a dog, leaving him with a front leg
paralysed by nerve damage, and
how Charly Mustarde, our friendly
animal physiotherapist, got the
nerves going again by massaging
the pad with an electric toothbrush.
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The Cub Adoption Scheme runs
annually from spring – the point of
the year when we begin to admit
what will inevitably amount to
several hundred sick, injured and
orphaned cubs.
This is the gift that keeps on coming,
and it comes in the form of four
personalised certificates. Many folk

C

IS FOR COURTNEY, CALENDARS
AND CHRISTMAS CARDS

Julie was one of those four original
volunteers – one of the foundation
stones of The Fox Project – when
everything was run on a shoestring
and we did what we could.
We are less restrained by shoestrings
these days and, thanks to Julie and
to so many more of you, we’re able
to do a whole lot more. But doing
a whole lot more inevitably costs a
whole lot more and that’s why all
the following fundraising schemes
are so important and why we hope
you’ll support one or more of these
this Christmas.

take part in this every year, buying
into the scheme for themselves or
as a gift for family or friends. You
don’t actually get to take a cub
home with you, but your entry into
the scheme helps support three
cubs designated as your specific
adoptees and allows you to watch
their development during the time
they’re in our care. This is achieved
by a series of Certificates showing
the cubs’ development from arrival
to release back to the wild. If given
as a Christmas gift, a personalised
Certificate will be mailed in time
for Christmas along with a covering
letter saying the gift is from you. The
cost for this is £30.00 for UK addresses
and you’ll find the application
form on the “Adoptions, Sales and
donations” page.

Courtney
Courtney’s attitude was of some
concern in that, whilst everyone
else was reverting to the wild state
we desire and expect, she seemed

to love everybody. Not good, as
we don’t approve of captive foxes
unless absolutely necessary but
can’t possibly release a tame fox
into the wild.
But we’ve got more tricks than they
have and a carefully controlled
system of moving difficult cubs
between fosterers to undermine
their trust in humans often does
the trick. Luckily, it worked and
Courtney was eventually released,
just as wild as everybody else.
She doesn’t feature in our 2020
Calendar, but many more of our
cubs do and the photos for each

D

IS FOR DEMELZA AND DAY
OUT WITH THE FOXES
A few of you might have met these
girls earlier in the year if you took
part in Day Out with The Fox Project,
an access scheme that, due to time
constraints, we are only able to offer
to a small number of supporters
each year.
It’s very much a first-come-first-served
scheme running between April and
June and it allows just one person at
a time – because there is only one
passenger seat - to join one of our
ambulance drivers for the day. For
£100, you get to travel with the duty
driver, observing and/or helping out
with whatever crops up over the
day – rescue call-outs, feeding and
treating cubs, vet runs and working
alongside volunteers – but, because
of insurance restrictions, we regret
this scheme is available strictly for
folk aged 16 and over.

Bumble and Demelza
Demelza and Morwenna were a
particularly peculiar pair of sisters.
Named by fans of “Poldark”, they
seemed to have little fear of people
and, judging by Morwenna’s injured
shoulder and Demelza’s ruptured
eye – the latter of which had to be
removed – a very high pain threshold
that never got in the way of a
cheery disposition!

IS FOR ENA,
E
EASYFUNDRAISING
AND EBAY
FOR CHARITY

Ena was one of another pair of sisters
cut out of netting that had almost
strangled her and sister Martha.
We get all too many cases like this and
its true to say that discarded garden,
camouflage, football and tennis
netting are responsible for far more
damage to animals than any kind of
fencing, including barbed wire.

Ena
The main danger is constriction,
which can cut off circulation, but the
inevitable struggle can also cause the
netting to cut deeper and deeper into
the flesh, which dies back, taking the
blood supply with it and even going
right back to the bone. Treating these
wounds to a point where the die-back
can be arrested can be touch-andgo. We lose almost as many animals
as we save and whilst Martha came
through quickly, we almost lost Ena.
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is “The Christmas Tree
House” and comes,
with envelopes, in
packs of five.
Don’t delay!
Although we are
stocking greater
quantities of both
items this year, they tend
to fly off the shelf and we hate to
disappoint.

month are stunning. The calendar
features biographical notes for each
photo and every photo doubles as a
tear-off postcard, so this is a two-forone gift!
Our Christmas Card this year, from a
painting by supporter Thea Olrog,

Take a look at our online shop
as well. There isn’t space in
our newsletter to advertise
everything we have for sale,
but our full promotional range
includes shopping bags,
greetings cards, t-shirts, car
stickers etc., and it’s all there at
http://foxproject.org.uk/shop/.

Easyfundraising is an online system
that raises a lot of cash for The Fox
Project each year – particularly
around Christmas. It doesn’t cost you
anything you wouldn’t be spending,
anyway, as the benefits to the charity
come from the companies from
whom you’re purchasing.
To get involved, all you need to do
is sign up at easyfundraising.org.uk,
select Fox Project as your preferred
charity, and download their toolbar,
which automatically pops up to
remind you to click on it whenever
you make a purchase. It’s a doddle!
As for eBay for Charity, this provides
you with a great way of getting rid
of unwanted stuff and get part of
your ‘seller’s fee’ back if you share a
percentage of the auction sale with
The Fox Project. Just sign up here https://charity.ebay.co.uk/.

F
IS FOR FELIX
AND THE FOX
FOOD BANK

M IS FOR MAISIE AND MEET THE CUBS
The very mischievous Maisie
is another cub that features
in our 2020 calendar. Found
collapsed and taken into a vet
by a member of the public, things
didn’t initially look good for her,
but she did well.
Perhaps you were one of the folk
that met her back in the spring
when Maisie greeted winners of
our Meet the Cubs draw. If so,
then you were one of a lucky
few, because this event is limited
annually to just 48 people. How
does it work?

Felix
Felix was a lovely, easy-going little
lad that was handed into a cat
sanctuary as a ‘lost kitten’ – and,
given the lack of pointy ears and
nose and an exceptionally fluffy
coat, it was a reasonable mistake to
make!
Like all our cubs, Felix felt the
benefit of your support for our Fox
Food Bank that raised thousands of
pounds towards the costs of puppy
milk, bottles, food, medications and
bedding we need to turn infants into
strapping juveniles. You can sign up
this at https://www.justgiving.com/
campaign/foxprojectfoodbank and
the added advantage of donating
by this means is that, if you are a
taxpayer, we can claim £5.00 back
from the government for every
£20.00 – and what’s not to like
about that?

Well, it is, literally, a lottery. So
many people ask if they can
come and see our cubs, but
it’s simply not possible – partly,
because it’s such an intensive

Maisie

period and we simply don’t have
the time to meet, greet and
entertain but, more importantly,
because our job is to get these
cubs back to the wild. The more
exposure to human contact they
have the harder it may be for us
to get them to revert to wild and
to take a second shot at the life
for which they were born.
Our compromise is to offer four
dates during April and May when
just 48 people – 12 for each
event - have the opportunity
to spend a Sunday afternoon
with us, commencing with a
light-hearted, illustrated talk on
foxes and then a close-up-andpersonal visit to our Cub Unit.
Unfortunately, because of the
level of interest, because we
can’t manage more than four
events and because there is a
limited time period where we
can allow close human proximity
to the cubs before we begin to
wild them up, we decided the
only fair way to offer these events
is by lottery. It will cost you
nothing to enter the draw - just
tick the box on the form on the
Adoptions, Donation and Sales
page. Tickets are limited to a
maximum of two per application
and if you win, you will have the
option to attend on a first-come,
first-served basis for the available
dates. Ticket price is £42.50 per
person.

S IS FOR STANLEY AND SMILE
Stanley was found in a car park
with no obvious indication of how
he got there. Perhaps the vixen
was moving him from one earth to
another when she was startled and
dropped him? We don’t know.
But with no sign of an earth in the
vicinity, there was no option but to
bring him in.
Smile allows you to dedicate
a percentage of your Amazon
purchase to The Fox Project at no

additional cost to yourself. With
Christmas approaching, many of us
are going to be using Amazon and,
considering the issues surrounding
the company’s ability to avoid
paying taxes, it would seem only
fair we share some of its profits!
Just sign up at https://smile.amazon.
co.uk/ and select The Fox Project.
Amazon Smile Foundation will then
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
products.

Stanley

IS FOR WINNIE
W
AND WISHLIST
On a deserted caravan park that
only comes into its own in summer,
Winnie was found a-wandering. She
was hungry, close to hypothermic
but healthy in all other respects
and she bounced back to become
one of this year’s irrepressible ‘fun
bunnies’.

Winnie
Some of what fed and medicated
her would have come from
our Wish List – https://www.
amazon.co.uk/gp/registry/
wishlist/1HM1AINQV02Q9 - another
Amazon feature that allows us to
list the things we need, from which
supporters can select specific items
and have Amazon deliver them
to the charity. If you’ve signed up
to Amazon Smile, we’ll also get a
percentage of your purchase paid
back to the charity, so The Fox
Project wins twice!

THE PERFECT PRESENT
Christmas can be stressful and
we sometimes struggle to think of
what to buy for our loved ones.
We have the solution – a Fox
Project Gift Certificate!

We know that 2020 will put
increasing pressure on our
resources, so we thought we
might give you some gift ideas
for our foxes. Our Perfect Present
scheme means you can buy
puppy milk, soft vet bed, bales
of straw, etc. and in return, you’ll
receive a personalised Christmas
Card Gift Certificate with
envelope for your friend or family
member.
You can choose from eight
different items and prices start at
£10.00. Take a look at our on-line
shop - http://foxproject.org.uk/
shop/ - or, if you would prefer to
buy over the telephone, call our
administration office. It’s the gift

that will keep on giving well into
next year!
There are so many ways you
can support The Fox Project
this Christmas and throughout
the coming year. It seems the
moment we’re through one cub
season we’re planning for the next
- and there’s always a next!
2020 will bring new Arthurs,
Courtneys and Demelzas along
with unforeseen challenges; the
stresses and strains in finding a
12 hour ambulance shift has
somehow become 15 hours and
you didn’t manage to finish a
single cup of tea; the lack of sleep
when a round of bottle-feeding
finishes at 1.00am and the next
starts at 3.00am; planned and
forced changes to the way we
operate; decisions on how we
use finite financial resources; and
the joys and sorrows inherent in
winning or losing a battle of life
and death.
Knowing our supporters are out
there, as keen to make things
work with financial donations as
our volunteers are with their time,
and so supportive of the small
team of dedicated professionals
of which we are immensely proud,
we reckon we can cope with
2020!

There are so many ways you can support The Fox Project
this Christmas and throughout the coming year. It seems
the moment we’re through one cub season we’re
planning for the next - and there’s always a next!

1.00am and the next starts at 3.00am, planned and forced
changes to the way we operate, decisions on how we use
finite financial resources and the joys and sorrows inherent in
winning or losing a battle of life and death.

2020 will bring us new Arthurs, Courtneys and Demelzas
along with unforeseen challenges, the stresses and strains in
finding a 12 hour ambulance shift has somehow become 15
hours and you didn’t manage to finish a single cup of tea,
the lack of sleep when a round of bottle-feeding finishes at

Knowing our supporters are out there, as keen to make
things work with financial donations as our volunteers are
with their time, and so supportive of the small team of
dedicated professionals of which we are immensely proud,
we reckon we can cope with 2020!

Privacy Statement
Further to recent changes to Data Protection laws, we would like to make it clear that we do not share your data with any other
company or charity.
Neither do we store credit and debit card details. These are destroyed immediately following any transaction and are never shared –
even within the organisation – by email or other form of written communication. In this and other regards we are obliged to comply with
annual security assessments stipulated by Worldpay.
Our full Privacy Statement may be viewed on our website or mailed to you on request.

ADOPTIONS, SALES AND DONATIONS
Please send Adoption Certificate to:
Name:_ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Postcode: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email address if digital copy preferred (essential for overseas adopters)______________________________________________
Please say it came from me
(enter name you wish to be known by if you are giving this adoption as a gift.)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Standing Order Authority
Name of your Bank:_______________________________________ Branch Title:______________________________________________
Address of your Bank: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your Account Name: _______________________________________ Account No: _______________ Sort Code: _______________
“Please pay the sum of £__________ from the above account on the ____________ day of each month/year commencing ________________ to Natwest PLC, 130 High Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1DE for the credit of:
Southern Wildlife Ambulance Network/The Fox Project, Account No: 81996950 Sort Code: 60-21-28”
Signed: ________________________________________________________________ Dated: ____________________________________

Gift Aid Declaration
I wish to Gift Aid any donation shown here and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 12 months
to Southern Wildlife Ambulance Network / The Fox Project (charity no: 1044928)”

Title: ______ Name: ____________________________________ Signed: _________________ Dated: ________________
Price

Item

Quantity

£7.95

2020 Fox Project Calendar

£3.50

“The Christmas Tree House” Pack of 5 Christmas cards with envelopes

Total

		

Adoptions @ £30.00
Day Out @ £100.00
Meet the Cubs
Donation
TOTAL

Title: ______ Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ Post Code: ___________________________________________
Telephone number:___________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________
Please send all future communications by email

I enclose a cheque to value £ ____________ or my Credit/Debit card details are as follows
No:
Security No:

Please fill in the above form
and return by post to:

Expiry Date:

/

(last three digits on reverse of card)

The Fox Project, The Lodge, Kings Toll Road, Pembury, Kent TN2 4BE
01892 824111 • fox@foxproject.org.uk • www.foxproject.org.uk

